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Itabo Pilots Attend Shiphandling Training 

24 July 2007;  Newport, RI:  Itabo Pilots from the Dominican Republic attended a customized 
shiphandling course from June 19 to 21.  The course was designed around major ship maneuvering 
evolutions:  traffic situations, arrival/departure, anchoring, and maneuvering in channels.  The Pilots 
conducted numerous dockings and undockings at the Itabo coal jetty at Haina, Dominican Republic.  
Simulated bulk carriers used during this session ranged from 40,000 to 70,000 DWT. 

Subject matter included the proper relationship between engines and helm for ship maneuvering; and the 
effects on ship behavior caused by wind, current, shallow water, banks, narrow channels and conditions 
of loading.  Practical application exercises performed on the bridge and bridge wing simulators 
reinforced conceptual learning.  Weather conditions included winds up to 25 knots, wave heights up to 
1.2 meters, and tidal current velocities up to 0.6 knots.  MarineSafety training is tailored to specific 
shipping company operations, vessels and ports. 

Pictured (left to right) are:  Rick Comeau (MSI), Captain Alfonzo Gomez Diaz (Pilot), 
Alexis Vegazo Fanith (Itabo Representative), Captain Dickson Rivas (Itabo 
Representative), Captain Heriberto Maria (Pilot), Captain Alberto Ogando (Pilot), and 
Bill Mackay (MSI). 

For more information about MarineSafety please visit our website at www.marinesafety.com. 
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